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ABSTRACT 

Gulbadan Begum, a prominent figure in the Mughal court, is often recognized for her significant yet 

underappreciated contributions to Persian literature and historical documentation. As the daughter of 

Emperor Babur and sister of Emperor Humayun, her unique position afforded her access to the intricacies 

of the Mughal court, allowing her to observe and participate in the rich cultural milieu of her time. This 

paper explores Gulbadan Begum’s literary works, particularly her memoir, Humayun Nama, which 

provides a rare female perspective on Mughal history and politics. Through her writings, Gulbadan offers 

insights into the lives of women in the royal household, the dynamics of power, and the cultural practices 

of the Mughal Empire. By analyzing her contributions, this study aims to highlight the importance of female 

voices in historical narratives and the impact of Gulbadan Begum on the preservation and understanding 

of Mughal heritage. Her works not only enrich Persian literature but also serve as crucial historical 

documents that challenge traditional narratives of gender and authority in the Mughal period. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Gulbadan Begum, a notable figure of the Mughal 

Empire, emerges as a fascinating personality 

within the intricate tapestry of Mughal history 

and culture. Born in 1523 as the daughter of 

Emperor Babur, the founder of the Mughal 

dynasty, and the sister of Emperor Humayun, 

Gulbadan Begum occupied a unique position in 

the court, which allowed her to witness the 

political and cultural dynamics of her time. 

However, her significance extends beyond her 

royal lineage; she is remembered for her 

remarkable literary contributions, which have 

left a lasting impact on Persian literature and 

historical narratives of the Mughal era. 

Gulbadan Begum's literary journey is most 

prominently highlighted through her seminal 

work, the Humayun Nama (The Memoirs of 

Humayun), which offers an intimate glimpse into 

the life of her brother, Emperor Humayun. 

Written in Persian, the memoirs provide not only 

a personal account of the Mughal court's 

intricacies but also a detailed portrayal of the 

socio-political environment of 16th-century 

India. Unlike many historical accounts of her time, 

which often focused on male perspectives and 

achievements, Gulbadan’s writings bring forth a 

unique female voice, offering insights into the 

lives of women in the Mughal court, their roles, 

and their influence within the patriarchal 

structure of society. 

Gulbadan Begum's literary prowess was 

cultivated in a milieu where literature and poetry 

were highly esteemed. The Mughal court was a 

hub of artistic expression, patronage, and 

intellectual discourse, where women like 

Gulbadan were not only consumers of culture but 

also contributors. Her writings encapsulate the 

aesthetic and philosophical ethos of the Mughal 

era, showcasing the richness of Persian literature 

while also reflecting her keen observations and 

personal experiences. Through her narratives, 

Gulbadan navigates themes of loyalty, family 

dynamics, and the complexities of power, 

providing readers with a nuanced understanding 
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of the challenges and triumphs faced by the 

Mughal dynasty. 

Moreover, Gulbadan's work is a testament to the 

intellectual environment fostered by the Mughal 

Empire, which encouraged learning and artistic 

endeavors. Her contributions highlight the often-

overlooked role of women in shaping literary 

traditions and historical narratives in South Asia. 

By giving voice to her observations and 

experiences, she challenges the gendered norms 

of her time and asserts the importance of 

women's perspectives in understanding history. 

In contemporary scholarship, Gulbadan Begum's 

writings have gained recognition for their literary 

merit and historical significance. Scholars have 

examined her memoirs not only as historical 

documents but also as works of art that reflect the 

literary conventions and stylistic elements of 

Persian prose. Her ability to weave personal 

anecdotes with broader historical contexts 

showcases her narrative skill and offers a rich 

resource for historians and literary critics alike. 

METHOD 

The examination of Gulbadan Begum’s literary 

contributions requires a multidisciplinary 

approach that encompasses historical analysis, 

literary critique, and gender studies. Given the 

complexities surrounding the Mughal court's 

socio-political and cultural dynamics, a variety of 

methodologies will be employed to explore her 

influence on Persian literature and history 

effectively. This section outlines the primary 

methodologies that will guide the research, 

focusing on historical contextualization, textual 

analysis, and comparative studies. 

1. Historical Contextualization 

Understanding Gulbadan Begum's contributions 

necessitates a comprehensive exploration of the 

Mughal Empire's socio-political and cultural 

milieu during her lifetime (1523–1603). 

Historical contextualization involves the 

following steps: 

Archival Research: Investigating primary sources 

such as court records, letters, and memoirs from 

the Mughal court provides insight into the 

political and cultural environment in which 

Gulbadan Begum operated. Notable sources 

include the Akbarnama, the official chronicle of 

Emperor Akbar's reign, which contains her 

writings and references to her life and 

contributions. 
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Biographical Analysis: A thorough examination of 

Gulbadan Begum's biography will be conducted 

to understand her familial connections, 

particularly her relationship with her brother, 

Emperor Akbar, and her role as a member of the 

Mughal elite. This analysis will highlight the 

unique position she held as a woman in a 

patriarchal society and how this influenced her 

literary output. 

Cultural and Historical Context: Situating her 

work within the broader cultural and historical 

context of the Mughal Empire is crucial. This 

involves exploring the influences of Persian 

literature, Sufism, and the fusion of diverse 

cultural elements in the Mughal court. 

Understanding the significance of Persian as a 

court language and its role in Mughal governance 

and culture will provide a backdrop for 

Gulbadan's literary contributions. 

2. Textual Analysis 

A central aspect of the research will involve a 

detailed textual analysis of Gulbadan Begum's 

writings, particularly her memoir, the Humayun 

Nama. This analysis will focus on the following 

components: 

Literary Style and Genre: Analyzing the literary 

style, narrative techniques, and genres used in 

Gulbadan Begum’s writings will provide insights 

into her unique voice and contributions to 

Persian literature. The Humayun Nama is notable 

for its blend of autobiography, history, and 

personal reflection, which reflects the evolving 

literary traditions of the time. 

Themes and Motifs: Identifying recurring themes 

and motifs in her work, such as familial 

relationships, loyalty, and the dynamics of power 

within the Mughal court, will help uncover the 

underlying messages and perspectives that 

characterize her writing. This thematic 

exploration will reveal how Gulbadan's work 

addresses the complexities of her experiences as 

a woman in a male-dominated society. 

Linguistic Features: A linguistic analysis of her 

Persian prose will be conducted to assess her 

language use, stylistic choices, and innovations. 

This analysis will also consider how her linguistic 

contributions may have influenced subsequent 

generations of Persian writers and historians. 

3. Comparative Studies 
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To further understand Gulbadan Begum's 

contributions within the context of Persian 

literature and history, comparative studies will be 

employed: 

Comparison with Contemporary Writers: 

Comparing Gulbadan’s works with those of her 

contemporaries, such as Abu'l-Fazl ibn Mubarak 

and other Mughal historians, will provide a 

broader perspective on her influence and the 

literary culture of the Mughal court. This 

comparison will help identify unique aspects of 

her writing and her contributions to historical 

narrative forms. 

Gender and Literary Production: Exploring the 

works of other women writers in the Mughal era 

and beyond will situate Gulbadan Begum within a 

larger discourse on gender and literary 

production. This comparative analysis will 

highlight the challenges faced by women writers 

and how their contributions have historically 

been marginalized. 

Influence on Later Literature: Assessing the 

influence of Gulbadan Begum's writings on later 

Persian literature and historiography will help 

illuminate her legacy. This includes exploring 

how her narrative style, themes, and perspectives 

may have impacted subsequent generations of 

writers and historians. 

4. Interdisciplinary Approaches 

In addition to the methodologies outlined above, 

an interdisciplinary approach will enhance the 

research: 

Cultural Studies: Employing cultural studies 

frameworks will allow for a deeper exploration of 

the social, cultural, and political factors that 

shaped Gulbadan Begum's literary contributions. 

This approach will consider the interplay 

between literature, power, and identity in the 

Mughal context. 

Gender Studies: Utilizing gender studies theories 

will facilitate an examination of Gulbadan's role 

as a woman in the Mughal court. This perspective 

will critically assess how gender norms and 

expectations influenced her writing and the 

reception of her work. 

Postcolonial Theory: Incorporating postcolonial 

theory will provide insights into how Mughal 

literature, including Gulbadan’s contributions, 

reflects broader themes of identity, colonialism, 

and cultural exchange in South Asia. This 

theoretical lens will enhance the understanding 
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of how her work fits into the historical narrative 

of the region. 

RESULTS 

Gulbadan Begum, a distinguished figure from the 

Mughal court, stands out not only for her royal 

lineage but also for her unique literary 

contribution to Persian historiography. The 

daughter of Emperor Babur and the sister of 

Humayun, Gulbadan occupies a rare position as 

one of the few women from the Mughal dynasty 

to leave behind a written record of life at court. 

Her work, "Humayun-nama" (The History of 

Humayun), is a remarkable narrative that 

provides an insider's perspective on the Mughal 

rulers and their courtly life, shedding light on the 

personal dynamics, political tensions, and 

cultural ethos of the time. 

The Humayun-nama: A Unique Historical 

Contribution 

Gulbadan Begum’s "Humayun-nama" is an 

autobiographical account of her brother 

Humayun’s life, capturing both his reign and her 

personal experiences. Unlike the grand, epic-style 

court chronicles penned by official historians, 

Gulbadan’s work offers a more intimate and 

humanized view of the Mughal emperors, 

focusing not only on political events but also on 

personal relationships within the imperial family. 

Written in elegant Persian prose, the text 

represents a blend of historical narrative and 

personal memoir, marking a significant departure 

from the typical male-dominated court chronicles 

of the time. 

One of the most remarkable aspects of Gulbadan’s 

writing is her detailed and honest depiction of 

Humayun’s challenges, including his military 

struggles, his exile, and his eventual return to 

power. Her account captures the emotional and 

psychological impact of these events on the royal 

family, particularly the women, who played 

crucial roles behind the scenes. By providing this 

nuanced view, Gulbadan Begum’s work adds 

depth to our understanding of the Mughal 

dynasty’s early years, especially the difficulties 

Humayun faced in maintaining his rule. 

Moreover, her narrative is not limited to political 

history; she also offers insights into courtly 

culture, including descriptions of daily life, 

customs, and traditions. This makes the 

"Humayun-nama" an invaluable resource for 

historians studying the social and cultural history 

of the Mughal period. It brings to life the 
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interactions, emotions, and experiences of those 

who lived within the Mughal court, offering a 

perspective that was largely absent from male-

authored texts. 

A Feminine Perspective on Mughal History 

Gulbadan Begum’s "Humayun-nama" is especially 

significant for its female perspective, which was 

rarely recorded in Mughal historical writings. The 

Mughal court, like most imperial courts, was 

heavily male-dominated, and women's roles, 

while influential behind the scenes, were often 

underrepresented in official accounts. Gulbadan’s 

work challenges this narrative by highlighting the 

central role of women in the empire's political 

and familial structures. 

Through her writing, we gain access to the inner 

lives of the women in the Mughal harem, their 

relationships with the male rulers, and the power 

they wielded in both domestic and political 

spheres. Her depiction of the royal women, 

including her grandmother, mother, and aunts, 

underscores their importance in advising the 

emperors, managing court affairs, and even 

engaging in diplomatic negotiations. Gulbadan 

herself was entrusted with important 

responsibilities by Emperor Akbar, such as 

organizing the imperial hajj pilgrimage, reflecting 

her esteemed position within the court. 

DISCUSSION 

Gulbadan Begum, a distinguished member of the 

Mughal imperial family, holds a unique place in 

the literary and cultural history of medieval India. 

Born in 1523 to Emperor Babur, the founder of 

the Mughal dynasty, and half-sister to the 

illustrious Emperor Humayun, Gulbadan was 

well-versed in the arts, politics, and court life of 

the Mughal Empire. Her greatest contribution to 

history, however, lies in her role as a writer, 

particularly through her memoir, Humayun-

nama (The History of Humayun). Written in 

Persian, a language of the Mughal court, her work 

offers an invaluable first-person account of the 

lives, emotions, and intricacies of Mughal royalty. 

Gulbadan Begum’s writing represents a rare 

perspective in a world dominated by male 

historians, and her contribution is significant in 

shaping our understanding of Mughal history and 

Persian literature. 

The Humayun-nama: A Unique Historical 

Perspective 
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Gulbadan Begum’s Humayun-nama is notable not 

just for its content, but also for the rare 

perspective it offers. Commissioned by her 

nephew, Emperor Akbar, the text was written 

several decades after the events it recounts and 

focuses on the life and reign of Humayun, 

Gulbadan’s half-brother. Unlike many historical 

accounts written by male chroniclers of the 

Mughal court, which often emphasized military 

conquests and political events, Gulbadan’s 

narrative delves into the personal and emotional 

aspects of Mughal life. She provides intimate 

glimpses into family relationships, the 

experiences of royal women, and the domestic 

sphere of the Mughal court. 

One of the most remarkable aspects of her writing 

is its straightforward and candid tone. Gulbadan 

writes with an eye for detail, recording events 

without embellishment or glorification, which 

sets her apart from other court historians of the 

time. For instance, she describes Humayun’s 

failures and struggles with the same clarity as his 

triumphs, presenting him not just as a ruler, but 

as a human being with flaws and vulnerabilities. 

This objectivity lends her work credibility and 

makes it a vital source for historians seeking a 

more balanced view of Mughal history. 

Moreover, Humayun-nama is one of the few 

surviving historical accounts written by a woman 

in the Persian literary tradition. While many other 

royal women in the Mughal court were educated 

and literate, few left behind written records. 

Gulbadan’s work thus provides a rare voice that 

represents the perspective of Mughal women, 

particularly those in the zenana (the women’s 

quarters of the royal household). Her narrative 

sheds light on the critical role women played in 

Mughal politics, diplomacy, and family dynamics, 

a subject that is often overlooked in male-

authored historical accounts. 

Literary Style and Contribution to Persian 

Literature 

Gulbadan Begum’s contribution to Persian 

literature extends beyond the historical 

significance of her work. Her writing is deeply 

rooted in the Persian prose tradition, which was 

the dominant literary form in the Mughal court. 

Persian was not only the official language of 

administration and culture during the Mughal 

Empire but also a medium for sophisticated 

literary expression. In this context, Gulbadan 

Begum’s prose is notable for its clarity, simplicity, 

and elegance, characteristics that reflect her 
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immersion in the intellectual environment of the 

Mughal court. 

Unlike some of the more ornate and poetic styles 

of Persian prose popular at the time, Gulbadan’s 

writing is direct and unembellished. Her focus is 

on narrative accuracy and authenticity rather 

than literary flourishes. This approach aligns with 

her purpose of providing an honest account of 

Humayun’s life and reign. Yet, even in its 

simplicity, her writing exhibits a deep sensitivity 

to the emotions and relationships of those she 

describes. Her depiction of familial ties, 

particularly between siblings, is one of the most 

poignant aspects of her memoir, offering a rare 

window into the personal lives of the Mughal 

royalty. 

CONCLUSION 

Gulbadan Begum’s Humayun-nama stands as a 

remarkable testament to the literary and 

historical contributions of a Mughal court lady. 

Her unique perspective, grounded in personal 

experience and keen observation, enriches our 

understanding of the Mughal dynasty’s internal 

dynamics, particularly from the viewpoint of 

royal women. In a literary tradition dominated by 

men, Gulbadan Begum’s work offers an essential, 

yet often overlooked, contribution to Persian 

literature and Mughal historiography. Her candid, 

unembellished prose and her focus on the 

personal, rather than the political, make her 

memoir an invaluable historical document that 

continues to shape our perceptions of Mughal 

India. 
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