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ABSTRACT

Chinese language sources covering the period from the earliest times to the early Middle Ages have been
compiled. These sources were chronologically created between the 22nd century BC and the XIX century
AD. The properties of the sources were studied. Information about their copies and editions has been

collected.
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INTRODUCTION

Along with archaeological sources, ancient
written sources are of great importance in the
study of ancient Turanian history. Among the
written sources, the written sources left by the
ancient ancestors of the peoples we call China
today are of special importance. Today, there are

about 50 sources identified on the subject in the
PRC.

In these sources, information on the ancient
Turanian period is included in a separate chapter
or in a manner related to the various connections
between Turanian and ancient China.

Characteristics of Chinese resources
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In the Chinese sources created before the XIX

century, they focused on the history of other

peoples in the vicinity along with their own
history.

Here, ancient Chinese sources can be divided
chronologically into three major parts.

The first part: sources from the earliest to the 3rd

century BC:

e Author Unknown “Inscriptions on the
Tortoise Shell and Bones” (H ‘& 3CF);

e Unknown author - “History of Sya” (& 13);

e Unknown author - “Ancient Book” (i 49);

e Zuo Chiuming - “Zuo’s Statement” ( /£%%;/
FIKERAR);

e Zhou Gong Dan - “Traditions of the State of
Zhou” (JEITE/JEE);

e Zhou Gong Dan - “The Lost Book of the Zhou
[Dynasty]”, “The History of the Zhou
[Dynasty]”, “The Review of the Zhou
[Dynasty]” (5 15/ J8 +5/ J8 7&);

e Author unknown - “Emperor Mu'’s Statement”
(BR+1%);

e Author unknown - “Bamboo Book Chronicles”
(T B F);

e Guan Jong - “Officials” (& 1);

e Author Unknown - “Comments” (/R);

e Author unknown - “The Book of Mountains
and Seas” ([L{E£);

The history of Chinese literature is primarily
based on loyalty to national traditions and their
preservation. Its territory covers areas much
larger than the territory of China. The works
created during this period mainly include works
written on stone, bamboo stalks and tree trunks,
and silk fabrics. Early sources were written on
turtle shells and bones, later they were replaced
by bamboo and tree trunks, and in rare cases on
silk cloth, the main reason for this being the high
price of silk. Also, by the Han period, stone and

paper printing methods were created. The
preparation of stone texts is a very hard work. But
such texts have a long life, such mants were first
used to write Confucian laws during the Han
period, and were written on stone sources of this
type until the end of the XVIII century. Paper
entered the Chinese book art in the 1st century
AD. The paper was created by Tsai Lun, a courtier
of the Han period. The creation of paper made a
great contribution to the development of source
studies and historical sciences [16. 327].

Among the sources created in the first phase,
the oldest is thef"H3(FJidgiwén  zi
(Inscriptions on the Tortoise Bowl and Bones).
These writings were first discovered in 1899 in
the Syaotun/I"#i area of China, and the first
scientific studies on them were conducted by Liu
Teyunem. As aresult of studies, it was determined
that these inscriptions correspond to the XIV-XI
centuries BC. As a result of scientific research, it
was determined that these records correspond to
the later Shan period and were divided into five
periods. More than 5,000 hieroglyphic characters
have been found from the writing samples of this
period, of which only 1,500 are found in modern
Chinese, and the rest belong to the Shan period
[17.50-51].

These records are mainly about cures for
diseases and the secrets of divination
“5 pZhanbli”, in which fortune-tellers read
fortunes for ruling families and court officials by
looking at turtles and various animal bones, and
recorded their fortunes on these bones. It is
interesting that the description of the Shan period
and its events can also be found in the work
“Historical Memories” by Cima Qian 5 it Shiji. The
XIX century Chinese paleographer Lo Zhenyu
compares ' 7 Jiagiwén zi and5id “Shiji”
and in his conclusion states that they are
proportional to each other [18. 17].
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The ruler of the first period of the work, U Din,

“H T Widing” wanted to know the result of the

fortune telling before the imperial campaign, it

was in this event that the nomadic wild tribes in
the west of his country were mentioned.

In the sources created during this period,
information about the eastern region of Turan
and the peoples who lived there is more common.
This information is covered in the form of various
relations and wars with ancient Chinese
dynasties.

The second part: sources created from the
2nd century BC to the XII century AD:

% Cima Chian - “Historical Memories” (5ic\);

« Ban Gu - “History of the Han [Dynasty]”
(B

¢ Ying Shao - “Content of general rules and
customs” (XU #iE X);

+¢* YuHuan - “A Brief History of the Wei Dynasty”
(BER);

< Chen Shou - “Three Kingdoms” (=[Hi&);

 Fa Xian - “ Fa Xian’s Tazkira”
(L A% /R ERL);

++ Hua Chiao and Hua Che - “History of the Later
Han [Dynasty].” (J5 X 13);

% Shen Yue - “History of the Song [Dynasty].”
(R);

« Song Yun - “ Situation in the 11 countries west
of the Wei state ” (BRELIE+—[EHZ) or
“Song Yun travel memories” (K =1T4);

% Wei Shaw - “ History of the Wei [Dynasty]. ”
@1);

* Yao Cha and Yao Silian - “ History of Liang
[Dynasty].” (4:-13);

¢ Lingsui Defen
[Dynasty].” (J&2);

% Liu Sun - “ Tang Dynasty Ancient History ”
(IHEF);

+ Suan Zang - “Travel to the Western Countries
during the Tang Dynasty” (K& Va1 E0);

“History of the Zhou

% Author team led by Fang Xuanling - “History
of the Jin [Dynasty]” (% 19);

¢ Fang Xuanling - “History of the Jin [Dynasty]”
(& 4);

s Li Daoyuan
(BRE T K278

¢ Ateam of authors such as Yan Shigu, Kun Inda.
(Edited by Wei Zheng) - “History of the Sui
[Dynasty]” (F&15);

% Li Dashi and Li Yanshou - “History of the
Southern [Dynasty]” (4 5);

¢ Li Yanshou - “History of the Northern
[Dynasty]” (AL 52);

¢ The team of authors- “The Six Classics of the
Tang Dynasty”
(B, A, ki, TRILIRRE /S,

< Du Yov - “Dawn” (G H#);

< Wangpu - “A Look at Tang History” (F-Ji.
FE D).

% Le shi - “Declaration of the Land on which
Peace is Established” (X FE&EF10);

 Li fang, Sui men, Li mu (a team of 14 authors)
- “Extensive Memories of the Great Peace
Period” (K F-ERL);

% Wang Tingde- “Memorandum of the trip of the
Ambassador of the Western Territory”
(EAEFE PEMAEFRID);

% Wang Qinjuo, Yaang Yi, Sun Shi and others -
“The Great Tortoise of the Imperial Library”
((ER)EZAE . Mic heEgm. M ofa);

% Ou Yangxiu and Song Chi - “A New History of

the Tang Dynasty” (#7/E 15);

Zheng Chiao - “Overview” (F84r.[A& );

Yuan Shu “An Account of Important

Historical Events” (il 5 AK).

In most of the sources created during this
period, the sources written mainly by palace
historians have separate chapters and parts about
the Turan region and the various countries there,

“The Study of Rivers”

R/
A X4

X/
X4

)
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which include the name of the nation and state,

location, military forces and population, customs,

relations with surrounding countries, the size of

fortresses and fortresses, and other information

are covered, and the reason for this can be said

that the authors used the reports of ambassadors

and spies when writing the sources.

The third part: sources that provide information

about the ancient period, created in the XII - XIX

centuries:

« Sui Tianling - “A look at the history of the
Western Han” (£ K. 7 E);

¢ Sui Tianling - “A look at the history of the
Eastern Han” (#& Kk R D= HD);

« Ma Duanlin - “A general survey of sources”

( D3l SCHRIE);

% Yui Anchi. “Tang period..”
(WA g R ),

* Zhang Ying - “Yuan jian lei han”
(FK o /PR B,

+ Shen Bingjen - “Compilation of Old and New
Tang History” (JLIREE. BT IHE BEE);

Most of the information in the sources
created during this period was prepared on the
basis of the information in the sources created
before it and covered in the way of data analysis.
Also, ancient Chinese sources have their own
characteristics, and by clarifying and analyzing
them, it is possible to understand the objectivity
and scientific value of the information in them. In
the sources of this period, it will be possible to see
the great chauvinist theory of China. Also, some
geographic and hydrographic data in these
sources are inconsistent and different compared
to neighboring sources. The main reason for this
is that when writing the sources of this period, the
authors used various collections and catalogs of
historical eras before themselves. At the same
time, after the introduction of Islam to Central
Asia, the arrival of Buddhist monks and Chinese
tourists was also limited, and they mainly used

various collections and historical catalogs as
mentioned above, which makes them doubtful
about their authenticity.

L. According to their origin, they can be
divided into the following groups:

Chronicles written by palace historians;
Memoirs of Buddhist monks;

Historical works written by unofficial historians;
Historical encyclopedias.

IL. Positive aspects:

Being a valuable written source in
illuminating the pre-Islamic period of Turan; The
fact that the information in the source is taken
from official reports to the emperor; Covering
geographical, ethnological, ethnographic and
other information.

118 Negative aspects:

Ideology;

The fact that most of them have not yet been fully
translated into other languages;

It is not fully included in the scientific treatment;

Geographic uncertainty and localization problem.
IV. According to the characteristics of the
language, it can be divided into three periods:
From the earliest times - to the III century;;

[1I - XII centuries;

XII - XIX centuries.

V. According to the content, these works can
be classified into four large groups:

Historical annals;

Geographical works;

Travel reports;

Historical encyclopedias.

CoNcLusION

In short, many of these sources have been
copied and republished over the centuries and
have survived to this day. Some have been lost,
and some have been included as separate
chapters or references to sources created in later
periods.
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Chinese traditional 24 sources included in the
history of the Ming dynasty (The Ming dynasty
ruled China from 1368 to 1644) Nanjing (FF i 4)
copy (21 dynastic histories included), Beijing
(AL A) copy (21 dynastic histories included),
Chongjen Maoshi (FAZEWIE IR EZI) copy
(17 dynastic histories included) ), Ching dynasty
(The Ching Dynasty was the dynasty that ruled
China from 1636 to 1912). Qianlong Wuying
(EHZFER SR AIA)  copy (24 dynasties
included), Tongji and five provinces joint copy
GEFENE R LA B B RAEZ), Bainaben
(H4A) and Jinjuben (47EA) has other
versions.

In 1930-1936, the Bainaben (& #4A) copy
of the 24 history was published in full by the
Shangwu (7445 Ell 51E) publishing house.

After the establishment of the People’s
Republic of China in 1949, a team of hundreds of
scientists of the People's Republic of China was
assigned the task of editing and publishing the
sources of the ancient language close to the
modern language, and the Zhonghuashujuy
(F415)5) organization was appointed to be
responsible for this. As a result, an edited
(JSBEAS) copy of the first 4 edited ancient sources
was published in 1959. The rest will be published
in 1977 with a pause due to the “Cultural
Revolution” in 1966. In addition, a 20-volume
miniature edition was published in 1997, a 63-
volume simplified edition in 2000, and a 241-
volume edition dedicated to the “100-year”
jubilee in 2011, and in 2019, the “Foundation of
the People’s Republic of China”.

There are special 241-volume editions of the
“National Holiday” collection dedicated to the
70th anniversary.

Version of “Jinjuben” (45 734%) 1994 On the
initiative of the Ministry of Culture of the PRC, the
Institute of History of the Academy of Social

Sciences of the PRC and more than 20 other
higher education and scientific research
institutions analyzed ancient sources with the
help of more than 300 experts, it will be prepared
in 600 volumes in a horizontal position,
punctuated and enriched with modern
comments, and will be published by the Academy
of Social Sciences Publishing House from 2020.
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